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Seeing 2020

From page 1

In the midst of the pandemic, our organization began its
own internal transformation and reckoning. Under the
leadership of our new President/CEO Frank Fernandez,
we are simultaneously changing who we are (our culture)
and what we do (our strategy). You will see us aligning our
strategies with our beliefs, and making all of this explicit
and transparent to staff, to community partners, and to
you, our valued donors.

Ultimately, we believe these much-needed changes
will be transformational and help us lead our region
toward equity and a shared prosperity. We hope you will
join us in the work ahead, as we imagine a region where
race, class, geography and other barriers to opportunity
are not predictive of outcomes, a region where greater
equity for all means a greater Atlanta.
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Frank Fernandez
President & CEO

Susan Grant
Board Chair

Learn more at cfgreateratlanta.org/AR2020

Many nonprofit organizations went above and beyond during the
pandemic, offering food and emergency assistance in addition to
their “normal” services. Marietta City Schools (pictured above)
operated food distribution centers for students and their families
and Mercy Care connected patients with an array of medical and
social services through a network of clinics and outreach programs.

Collaborative Giving
Makes a Difference in
Thomasville Heights

Since 2016, the Community Foundation has worked
to close the opportunity gap in the Thomasville
Heights neighborhood in southeast Atlanta. Begun
by our Spark Opportunity Giving Circle and their
collective grantmaking, this place-focused approach
has been a catalyst for additional investments. Our
impact strategy includes grantmaking, strategic
nonprofit partnerships, policy advocacy and
THRIVE Thomasville,

a resident-led council 2020
that directs funding to WA
community-designed
projects. THRIVE
builds on neighborhood
strengths and enables
community-led strate-
gies to develop and
address neighborhood
needs by the residents who call it home.

In 2020, the place-based giving focus in
Thomasville Heights shifted to address the short-term
and immediate needs of the Thomasville Heights
community, such as housing, food insecurity and
emergency funds.

2016

3rd grade reading proficiency
has more than doubled

Examples of How Your Community Foundation Worked to Strengthen Our Region in 2020

These are just two of many programs tackling the issues and seizing opportunities to build a stronger, more equitable Atlanta.

The Program The Action The Impact
GOoATL Fund 20%
Well-bein Multi-family Housin
The GoATL Fund accelerates lasting outcomes in our 1 therapy practicg 293 affordayb|e unitsg
community through impact investing, the practice of INVESTMENT

. . . . . . PORTFOLIO* 5% 299
strategically investing capital to achieve both a social . ; . .

: ) : ] ) Early Childhood Single-family Housing
and a financial return. Using cost-effective loan capital, Education (ECE) GoATL Fund 319 affordable units
GoATL invests in outcomes ranging from healthy, 80 ECE seats built )

. . - or renovated Investment Portfolio* 24%
safe housing to more equitable access to living-wage Economic Inclusion
careers. In 2020, we invested an additional $1.5M 11% 193 jobs created or
in the community and repurposed $S2M in existing PARTNERS K-12 retained; 80 small-

investments so that our partners could utilize the

funds for COVID-19 recovery.

162 seats built
or renovated

or micro-businesses
financed

*As of 12/31/20. Impact reporting is dynamic and updates occur on an ongoing basis.

Vote Your Voice

The Community Foundation for Greater Altlanta has
a legacy of commitment to democracy and civic and
community engagement in the Atlanta region. That
commitment has grown to include more intentional
outreach across the south. In 2020, Vote Your Voice,
an initiative of the Community Foundation and the
Southern Poverty Law Center, launched to encourage
non-partisan voter engagement in Alabama, Florida,
Georgia, Louisiana and Mississippi.
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344,000

voted by mail
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26,000

voted early in person
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461,000

voted in person

Vote Your Voice

831,000

votes cast

2020 Financial Highlights

Continuing Sound Stewardship of Resources

The Community Foundation is our region’s steward of
the long-term philanthropic assets that are entrusted
to us for the future of greater Atlanta. At the end of
2020, our total assets were S1.2 billion.

We distributed over $172 million in grants and
support in 2020. That represents 11,000 grants awarded
to over 3,300 nonprofits locally, nationally and inter-
nationally. Of these grants, over 66% stayed within our
metro Atlanta region. Grants were made to 31 issue areas,

the top three being Education, Arts/Culture/ Humanities
and Human Services. Our organization distributed 14%
of our total assets through grantmaking in 2020.

Our generous donors make our work possible. We
received more than $139 million in gifts in 2020 and
established 31 new funds. Our most popular giving vehi-
cle is the donor-advised fund. In 2020, 72% of our total
grant dollars were given through donor-advised funds.

The COVID-19 pandemic has provided a strong chal-
lenge to companies, but it has also provided an opportu-
nity for companies to demonstrate their robustness and
ability to manage and take advantage of such a dynamic
environment. With this backdrop, the Investment Pool
was able to overcome negative returns posted early in

the year to earn a positive return of 8.4% for 2020. The
Foundation’s Investment Pool continues to post strong,
positive three-, five- and 10-year returns: 6.9%, 9.1%
and 7.9%, respectively. With capable oversight from our
Board’s experienced investment committee and Mary
Cernilli, director of investments, we will continue to
work on achieving the investment goals that are so crit-
ical for preserving long-term philanthropic capital for
the region/community.

The financial information contained in this annual report is
unaudited and summarized. Our 2020 audited financial state-
ments and 990 will be posted in November 2021. Until then,
our 2019 audited statements and 990 are available online.

The

COVID-crazy
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Urgent
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In 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic hit our community hard, our nonprofit partners rose to the occasion. Organizations like Marietta City
Schools (pictured) pivoted quickly in response to constituent needs.

Community
Foundation
for Greater Atlanta

Seeing 2020:

Community Foundation’s Year
of Transformational Change

by
SUSAN GRANT,
Board Chair
&
FRANK FERNANDEZ,
President & CEO
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This last year impacted us foundationally - our
society, our community, our organization, and

Donor Giving Increases

Substantially in 2020

Rally to Support ATL

The COVID-19 pandemic was an unprecedented
challenge for our community and the generosity
of our donors increased dramatically in response.
In partnership with our donors, the Community
Foundation distributed $172 million in grants
and support in 2020, compared to $134 million
in 2019 - an increase of over 28%. In 2020,
72% of our total grant dollars were given from
donor-advised funds. The increased generosity of
our donors follows a national trend - community
foundations across the country gave a collective

estimated $6.7 billion for COVID-19 relief.

Data Shows Generous Donor Response to COVID-19

both of us. COVID-19 disrupted all facets of our
society and it exposed some of our region’s deep-
est challenges. Our community is not equitable.
So many of our neighbors, especially those who
are Black, Latinx or living close to the edge
of poverty, were disproportionately impacted.
We are committed to not forgetting what we've
learned, and we're committed to working on the

GRANTMAKING WITH
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR GREATER ATLANTA

2020 28% .
$172M increase in 2020 root causes and on solutlons.. . .
Your Community Foundation quickly pivoted
2019 to respond to what our community needed -
$134M swiftly providing relief from the pandemic’s
A & economic, health and social fallout via a collab-

orative effort with the United Way - in the form
of direct assistance to nonprofit and grassroots
organizations who needed us the most. THANK
YOU to our most generous donors who under-
stood the urgency, and who made relief happen.
In this publication, read more about our collective
response, your generosity and the transformative
power of partnerships and working together as
we look to the future.

Please turn to page 4

Combined Donor Giving
Impacts Region Across

Key Areas of Need

Collaboration Provides Region

Much Needed Relief

Helen Keller said “Alone we can do so little;
together we can do so much.” That sentiment
is true of so many things, but especially giving.
Through the Community Foundation, our donors
work together to make a collective impact in
Atlanta and beyond. Did you know that 72%
of grants from the Community Foundation are
donor-directed? Our donors are passionate about
a diverse array of causes and it's no surprise that
the biggest program areas in 2020 were those
most heavily hit by the pandemic, including
education and healthcare.
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Urgency Underscores
Giving in Response to the

COVID-19 Pandemic

Nimble Response Allows
Grantmaking to Meet Critical
Needs at Critical Time

The COVID-19 pandemic touched and disrupted every
facet of our society. It ushered in a “perfect storm”
of public health and economic crises not seen in our
lifetime, and exacerbated systemic inequities that
many Georgians have suffered under for generations.
In 2020, our organization, individual donors and
so many others grappled with how to make a difference
for those impacted. COVID-19 was like a knot, tangling
around education, public health, transportation and
more. [t was important to tackle the most urgent issues
first, like food insecurity and emergency assistance
for families to pay their bills, but the core of the knot
was - and is - the most tangled. Why were so many
of us poised to be disproportionately impacted by the
pandemic? Historical and systemic racism and policies
have created ongoing and severe disparities. How can
we advocate and use strategic giving to change that
paradigm? We partner and invest in an equitable future.

Greater Atlanta COVID-19
Response and Recovery Fund

In March of 2020, it became apparent that COVID-19
would have a huge impact on the Atlanta region.
Children were out of school, businesses were temporarily
closing, performances were shuttered and workers
were being laid off. Over the course of a weekend, the
Community Foundation and United Way of Greater
Atlanta connected, planned and pulled together,
creating the Greater Atlanta COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Fund. Supported by a coalition of
philanthropy, government and corporate partners, the
COVID-19 Fund received donations from thousands of
individuals, foundations and corporations.

The community needs were swift and urgent. Initial
grants were focused on providing crucial services at
scale to more vulnerable audiences, including seniors,
families with children who normally receive free or
reduced meals at school, front line workers and other
families in need of childcare, homeowners and renters
at risk for eviction, and hourly/low-wage workers.
Families with access to resources were able to create
learning pods or transition to working from home, but
many front line workers were unable to quarantine.
This increased exposure to COVID-19 was a leading
cause for the disproportionate COVID-19 case rates.

As the weeks and months progressed, evidence
showed specific populations disproportionately
impacted — Black, Latinx, undocumented and
immigrant populations. As the situation in our
community evolved, the Fund pivoted to address rapidly
changing needs, such as small business support and
mental health. In 2020, the COVID-19 Fund mobilized
over $25 million to 454 organizations in Atlanta.

The Fund has continued to evolve into 2021.
While we are still in response mode, funding has
shifted to recovery, including funding grassroots
vaccine awareness efforts and advocacy. Learn more at
cfgreateratlanta.org/COVID.

“The strength of our COVID-19 response was
in our relationships - our partnerships and
the co-investment of our donors. That is how
we will move the needle on equity in Atlanta
going forward.” - Frank Fernandez
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How did COVID-19 affect your neighbors? Experience the pandemic’s impact from a different perspective.

Put yourself in your
neighbor’s shoes

—

TECHNOLOGY

Nearly 90,000 students were without
access to technology in just seven
regional school districts, represent-
ing technology hardware needs of
$43.7 million and internet access
needs of $10.9 million.

Did you have

Were you
a student?
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access to wifi?

Did you have a
safe space to learn?

Did you depend on
school for services
or meals?

Many grants from the
COVID-19 Fund helped
to eliminate the digital
divide, providing funds

for wifi, devices and
connectivity.

Did you feel isolated
or separated from
loved ones?

Did you have access to
wifi and a device?

Were you able to pivot
to working at home?

— 0

Did your industry shut down in
response to the pandemic (arts
sector, restaurants, events, etc.)?

$995,000 from the
COVID-19 Fund was used
to invest in and stabilize
Atlanta’s small businesses,
which were disproportion-
ately impacted by the
pandemic.

JOB LOSS

1.4 million Georgians received
unemployment benefits. According

to Neighborhood Nexus, there were
21,088 unemployment claims the week
of October 18 - a 910% increase from
the week of March 8 when the first case
of COVID-19 came to Georgia.

N Were you able to access
7

The Foundation's \
Metropolitan Atlanta Arts \
Fund gave $1.76M in stabiliza- \
tion grants to arts organiza-
tions that were forced to
close and innovate during /
the pandemic. Vs
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COVID-19 Response & Recovery Fund
Distributions in 2020

The COVID-19 Fund

/
/ distributed over $7,836,402 /

EDUCATION

With schools closed, over 344,000
students in our region did not have
access to the support needed for
learning. Gaps included educational
support provisions, digital access,
meals and mental health support.

for educational purposes,
| including grants to organiza-
tions like the YMCA of Metro
\ Atlanta, which provided safe
\ andreliable childcare.
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The COVID-19 fund gave
$4,830,000 to 123 organiza-
tions to combat food insecurity
including families with students
no longer able to access

N meals at school.
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FRONTLINE WORKERS

It was mostly women, People

of Color, immigrants and

those in lower socioeconomic

classes serving on the front

lines of the pandemic.

« 75% of healthcare workers in
most cities are women.

« In Atlanta, 88% of warehouse
and delivery workers are
People of Color.

Were you a 000
frontline worker? (XA

Could you

Did you have access
to healthcare and
health insurance?

/ N
Several organizations’

wishes for laptops were
granted by donors through |
the Foundation’s Extra Wish |
opportunity catalog, enabling
more of their staff to work
safely from home.

Did you have access to
Personal Protective Equipment
to safely do your job?

get to work?

|

TRANSPORTATION
MARTA drastically reduced bus and
train routes, causing transportation

p
unemployment insurance?

)

Foundation Supports Mental Health
and Wellness of Nonprofit Leaders

Atlanta’s nonprofits stepped up in 2020, and as a
result, our nonprofit partners shared that their staff
members faced burnout, exhaustion and higher than
normal levels of stress. Recognizing how critical it
was to care for nonprofit staff during this time of
crisis so that they are able to continue supporting the
community, the Foundation partnered with several
local organizations to provide a series of free mental
health trainings. In the words of one participant,
“This training helped me think about how trauma
and resilience show up not just for clients, but for
ourselves and our colleagues.”

issues and geographic isolation. As
an example, on April 20, 70 of 110
MARTA bus lines were halted.

Did you struggle to
pay bills or face eviction?

Donors Give Generously in 2020

Outside of the COVID-19 Fund, our donors supported
the community with COVID-related grants directly
from their donor-advised
funds. An astounding 822
grants were made totaling
$26,969,469, including
$1,217,400 in response
to Vital Match. The Vital
Match book was published
in May and highlighted
nonprofit needs associated
with the pandemic.

given from
donor-advised
funds

Were you
geographically near a
testing or vaccine site?

$7,113,900 in grants to
157 organizations from the
COVID-19 Fund provided
emergency financial
assistance to familiesand  /
legal help associated /
with eviction. > /

FOOD INSECURITY

More than 250,000 Black
households in Georgia - about
11% - sometimes or often did
not have enough to eat before
the pandemic began. During
the pandemic, that number
grew to about 15.5% of Black
households, and 22% of Latinx
households compared to 7%
of white households.

MENTAL HEALTH

Rates of symptoms in the
second quarter of 2020 were
significantly higher than in the
same time frame in previous
years: anxiety 25.5% in 2020
compared to 8.1% in 2019;
depression 24.3% in 2020
compared to 6.5% in 2019.

/

have access to safe

&— —

/ Several organizations  \
received grants for protective \
equipment from our generous |
\ donors in response to the |
Foundation’s Vital Match
\  book, which highlighted @
\ nonprofit needs tied :
\ < to the pandemic.

Arts Funding Focuses

on Stability and Innovation

Arts organizations faced an

especially perilous

situation in 2020 due to revenue losses from
shuttered performances and closures. The
Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund supported small-

to mid-sized arts organizatio
that responded with safe, inno
to uplift arts in the region.

ns including those
vative programming
$1.76 million was

distributed. 66% went to organizations founded or

led by Black, Indigenous or People of Color (BIPOC);

18 had never before received an Arts Fund grant. In
late December, an anonymous donor gave $150,000

to an additional 10 organizations.

For data sources, visit cfgreateratlanta.org/AR2020

Were you able to access
mental health services?

The COVID-19 Fund \

distributed $4,184,075 to

services, many of those grants
were for health access,
including tele-health and
\ mental health services. /

If you needed it, did you

and reliable childcare?

GO BACKTO
THE BEGINNING

\

| organizations providing health |

I
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Arts organizations received a total of $1.76M from the Arts Fund
during 2020. (Pictured: City Gate Dance Theatre)




